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( | ‘Richard M. Helms - -

: “This letter is in response to your
excellent article (Aug. 16) on Rich- : :
ard M. Helrns, former director of the- . |
Central Intelligence Agency.l ama |
vetired CIA official, and during my 1
long tenure witn the agency I had
the privilege of meeting with Helms
on operatxonal matters several
times. -

" Helms is a very intelligent and " ’
-forthright individual with outstand-
-ing leadership abilities, and in addi-
tion he is considered to be'one of the |
most knowledgeable public figures '
-on international 'economic and po-
litical affairs -in this country.
Moreover, he is one of the few for-
‘mer high-level/CIA officials that™
- nas notrushed to write and publish
‘his memoirs, and to hit the lecture
‘cireuit in order to’ make a fast-buck.
orr his vast knowledge of mterna-_
tional intrigue and-espionage. .- ¢
.. The leadershxp of both t,he Re-
B pubhcan and Democratic parties
-should take note of Helms’ percep-
tive observation of the sad state of
“our foreign pohcy. which is partty
the result of paying heed tp the
- ‘bunch of “‘false prophets’” who have
( ) ‘unduly influenced U.S. foreign poh-
_cy over the past 25years. .
S JACKT. MATHEWS
S Carpmtena
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" WASHINGTON-The Billy Carter rum-
‘pus ‘caused me to think about how diffi-
“culfrthe - law concerning ‘registration of

sdeed,-it often can operate 'in a: down-

‘as “foreign ‘agents.”” Some register and

:with?it because: of legal .vagaries. ‘In
-sum, the law requires that.every person
.whe becomes an agent for--a *foreign
‘principal”. shall “disclose .'the: relation-

‘cal-activity, representation;

,agent with the. Justice Department is
getting | paid  for.- services. rendered a
forelgn interest. " <™ T g
- The' law: was ‘endcted: in 1938
"Gernian and British. agents were trying .
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v foreign -.agents!’is. .to - administer:: In-

right foolish and inconsistent fashion:, -
In this town, all manner of people .act

‘some: don’t. The latter bunch gets away

shipy specifically where it involves politi-
financial ac-

tivities; or-consultation. At e

-:The -key . question : 137 ‘whether - the
“agent” is il a control situation with the
“*foreign  principal,’” - aTterm- covering
‘governments,* companies, - associations,
‘and”; individuals.. “In “~practice, .. nearly
-éveryone -who. -registers: as . a" foreign
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to influence U.S. policy at a time when
"World War II was about.fo erupt like:a-
‘violent summer: thunderstorm. The law-
has:since" been-amended i a sort of
truth in labelin,'gi"mannéx",:sd.thg govern-_
.ment at least knows:who is representing’
.what.: foreign Tinterest. . The pumber of

-registrants:has<doubled 'in the last:
years, and now stands at about LR
7. Check the list “and you find the most
wealthy and prestigious law firms, some-’

=Nick Thimmesch —— ==

getting retainers in -six figures-to*look
after:the. interests~ of zsmall : and” Jarge:
:nations; ‘corporations, ‘and. tourist agen- -
ciesi:Liberia; Germany, “Mauritaniay
“Frarce,i the :Argentine Meat ‘Board,’ the |
imushroom packers: and fireworks manu--;
:facturers of :Taiwan; a‘lineup: of Arab®
.nations; and the World Zionist Organiza: -
Hon—they’re all there: oy iz 47 v
<~ Every so often-someone is. prosecufed:
for+ not " registering,:. Reading the :New
-York Times. biisiness ‘section is standard

“duty-at the. Justice: Department to ‘find
fout ;who -just.swpnazforeign. contiact:|

Murky law regulates the registration

Since- the. registration lists and actom-
panying ‘materials -are--open. to public
inspection, . activist..groups- pounce on
certain_new. registrations,, as__evidence
that a given lobby—Arab, Jewish, Irish
Revolutionary,  pro- or: anti-Taiwan or
-whatever—is becoming bigger and hold-
S Lo
One lawyer here with'a pro-Arab.repu-
tation claims that the day. after he went
to -the Justice - Departrnent to discuss
whether he should register, ‘a-Washing-
»ton newsman was phoned by a represent-
ative of a Jewish organization. with an
“account of the visit. There is plenty of
. evidence that Jewish, ‘groups . provide

Journalists with material on:¥Arab mon--
ey” and activity by - Arab “foreign
agents:” - n e e nen E
- The term -“foreign agent” sounds al-
most“sinister. It brings :to. mind the
'-shady-fellow wearing a trench -coat and
. oversized hat pulied over-his face who
- lurks about a fog-enshrouded waterfront
: dive.-The. foreign agents- who ‘register
-bere, however, are not about to subvert
.the republic. They either affect -to be
“‘straight,” right out in the open, or in
Some cases want to let prospects know
they are available. g
: But who is a foreign agent? Ts Henry
-Kissinger one-because he contracted to
provide his judgments on international
-affairs to General Electric of Great_ Brit-
"ain—on British soil, only, he: says. Kis-
.singer: isn’t registered: nor. was former
CIA ‘Director Richard Helms for serv-
‘ices provided Iran when it was. run by
,the shah. What about a professor asked
/by, say, Japan,’to’ do"a study- on how
_Congress might legislate ‘against foreign
cars? Should he register? * <’ "%
w1 have rummaged through half a fon

¢

* James, Abourezk who ‘works for - Kho:

guidelines; 6f", this bewildering =’ Ias,
“ Abourezk “doésn’t look like- a ““forejgn-

‘claiming to perform only leal work,

of miserabledocuments, and I'musf con-
clude- that -'this foreign ‘agent 'area% is.
murky, indeed. There are-many in-this
town who legally don’t have-to register
but should do so for the sake of honesty. o .

Anyone who read -Srephen Isazz{:s’-ﬁ

“Jews - and. American Polities" -or-Has|
-been arourd Capitol Hill knows- there| is.
a network of - congressional . _staffars.
-[Isaacs calls them “*semitophiles”] often.
orchefstrated- info .pro-Israeli- actions -by:
Aorris Amitay’s: American Israel. Public,
.Affairs Committee, Now ATPAC claims |
it has_only “Informal” contacts with the
Israeli Embassy,-but anybody who b
lieves that is misguided. =+ 57,55 -
_The same goes for “anyona who be 4
lieves-that -the National Assoeiation bz
AI_’ab Americans, a new and increasin?,fy-‘
fels.ty outfit, does.not co-ordinate sonie:
of its activities withArap nations or
interests. - - T

Neither AIPAC or NAA is registered,
but a poor Gttle group called’ the Leba-
nese’ Information and :Research Center,
which distributes a relatively " calm
newsletter, is, though itg impact on Cone
gress-and the government is about -that
of a feather hitting the. Rock of Gibral..
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- Finally, another Washington soul who.

should ‘register is . former ‘-U.S.,_'S_en,.i'

meini’s -Iran ‘and - fits even “the"f

agent” -but he .flacks for - Iran - while:
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BOOK WORLD

10 August 1980

i‘i'ms FIFTH. HORSEMAN. By Larry Collins, and Dom |
, n!que Laptérre, Simon und Schuster. 478 pp. $13.95.

By»_RlCHARD HELMS

N A PLOT which Sefs up:a contest hetween the
4. wills and skills of the president of the United -
States and:Libyan strongman Muammar al-Qaddafi,
the leading character turns out to be a detective first
grade in the ,New York Police Department AngeIOg
'Rocchia. SR :
- The-Fifth’ Horseman isa nov bout thermonw;‘-
“clear bombs in the hands of terrorists. Whence this
" title? Those who are up on chapter six of The Revela-.
-¢ion of Saint John may recall that white, red; black
and pale horses had riders who might be called Pesti-.
Jence, War; Famine and Death. These were known a8
“The Fouy Horsemen of the Apocalypse,” enshrined’
. many years ago in the title of a book by Blasco Iba~:
“nez, SNow: %5 g Fitth Horseman has emerged from.
“the entraﬂs of hell {0 scourge humanity with terror,:
with arms so terrible even John’s hallucinating imagi-
_mation could. 0t have concelved them,” to quote :
ok,

o

.+ Inthe genre 0 The C:ash of ’79 and The Day of theT
Jackal, this suspense novel is readable and in.places’
';-_"_,excmng. It'mixes fact and fxction—names places,:
- @vents and details~so relentlessly that a word of caus -
ion Is in'order, The reader had hest regard the entirg;
ok a3 fictional and not attempt to judge which de-
ails-are-fact and which are fiction. If he does attempt'
his, Hé is bound to'form an exaggerated opinion of.
he technological prowess of our country and the ex-.
ent to which a deity looks after our affairs. ., .-

" But for some; especially Washington readers, it wxll
:,,be intriguing to note which officials in this book are
given their real names and which have new. identl-
“{ies. The secretary of state, Andrew Peabody, is fic-
tienal. Warren Christophér, his deputy, gets his real
name, Harold Brown is secretary of defense and-Wil-
liam Webster Is director of the FBI. The head of: he )
. CIA, however; is Gardiner “Tap” Bennington, said.to -
- be a devotee of Allen Dulles. (Since when did that das- ]

. tinguished director of Central Intelligence spell |
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" name “Allan”?) One Is bound to wonder whether Ehe |

i
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,is not given aname. - Y
eIt would spoil the. story: to say more about the
-plot than that the terrorists have smuggled a hy-:

.drogen_bomb into :Manhattan 'to blackmail :the-
'presxdent But it is fair to” note that inhabitants of .
.greater New . York: will find’ themselves thought-

fully fxguung how they would evacuate that great -
clty on short notxce Itis the old shoutmg—“F;re -in-:

@ crowded theater syndrome, ‘only:on-a far more *:

‘massive and agonizing scale In Washmgton alittle-:

sknown OEganization) ‘ealled the Federal Emergency 1
-Mzmaaement ‘Ageney is )IEprIlSlble for such mat-

“ters. The I:eader will quze;cry gome to the prayerful
_ﬁopg that’ thls agency’

“ly- How reassuring is it to- know that as of 1980
5I‘EMAS; “new eivik. det'ense pehey”' hagiane Ong it
“Programs cne which inelides “fpkmnmg for pogw—
/ramm relocation: dumng Hmeg'of international ;
Yerisiz 2z well a8 ‘beadaptable to help deal with:?
,mtural disasters an(l othel peaceume emergens
: mes”" oo il
“In a setting of power, advanced technology and
internatxonal negotiation, the one figure in the
- book who has true-toife identity and emotions is
“our New York cop, Angelo Rocchia. His straet
: Smarts, his. experience, his personal woes make
thim stand out among the plastic figures who dot
the landscape. Perhaps he belongs to the wrong |
'generation, but the treatment he receives from his |
paramour, Gracé. Knowland a reporter-for The
'New York' Ttmes makes one wonder about cer-
“tain modern attitudes. Profussxonally, however, hie
fis what every citizen wants in a detective, and he,
may be forgiven his resentment of the FBI smce
most big-city cops share it. - : 1
: The authors, Larry Co]hns and Domxmque La-

:one top of “its job ‘and
‘‘among other thmgs ischeeking its shelters dutiful-"

*authors felt that certain of these Indjviduals had
Ihore assured temire than othérs; and if so, what
Jerystal ball they used. Provxdenmuy, the president '

'j pxerre , former journalists for Newsweek and Parzs ‘
v Matqh respectively,. have collaborated on five] i
‘books of which this is the first novel. Their initial:
feffort Is Paris Burning? was an exeiting recrea~
“tionof life:in the French capital during World War
fj.“H ay seemthnougb thegyes of intensely human parc
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L.eharacters and settings-in The Fifth Horseman have a.
: particularly solid resonance. ' it iy SHETIEST A0 PRI
- The publishers of this; book LO“Id hardly have counted
 on; the recent: publicity: given'to Billy: Cartexr’s- arrange-
ments ‘with- the Libyan government. From the point of
i view of sales it is. almost t0o.good to be true: Bnt don’t let
thls distract us from the fact-that Libya, in the:words of
Presxdent :Carter, .“has repeatedly provided support for
acts of mtema‘uonal terrorism. In-an iinclassified study
“afew years ago the Central:Intelligence: Agency made the'
Judgment that. “Colone]- al: Qaddafi-has beex one of the
world’s lea:.t inhibited practmoners of. mternatxonal’ ‘ter-
Lron&m \7:\ Py gL “1 1! e 5{, "o‘i ” ey 1 [ oINS UREEN
Georde F Wlll the columnist;-wrotela year go. aftér:
an mtematmnal eonference on’ terronsm in7Jérasalem:

p500150050-5

"‘When a government;suchias that of Libyd;is: trivolved in:
Hterrorism from Ulster to Israel, then only prudential con-

i,sxderatlons on:the part of the nations attacked can weigh
against actxons to.change that government. This. subject
comes LA sunder.the beading. of thinking the unthink-
able: But the begmnmg of w1sdom in dealing with terror-
ism:is: to:face. this fact: no act is unthinkable when so
many terrible.acts are successful.”. ..~

Itemay.: perhaps give a shudder. to’ the readers of The
szth Horseman-to hear another Judgment written in the
same!CLA study noted above: “The prospect of nuclear-
armed: terrorists.can, in fact, no longer be dismissed, Buf
becauseof the major problems that would be involved in
‘the: acqulsmon, storage transport, and employment ofa
nuclear. device; @ more likely scenario—at least.in the
short term—would be a. terrorist seizure of a nucleaL
weapons storage facility or a ‘nuclear power plant to ex-
ploit:the pubhclty and the bargaining power mherent m
the attendantthréat of. radiological pollunon

. Theplotof this book is by no'means as far fetched as 1t
may Gabifirst:appear The ¢ombination of- nuclear’ power'
and’ terronsm has: ‘indeed created-a”¥ifth horseman” to

menace man’ 5 survxval ’I'he nnphcah ns a;e sobe mg in
the extremessis 12000, o 0 W0 THAIL £ 3 hid i

'RICHARD HELMS spent 30 years in intelligence. He |
“former director of the Central In‘:elhgence Agencf la

" former ambassador to Iran and i is now an. mternatwnal ‘

_:consultant mWashmgton.

Approved For Release 2001/03/07 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000500150050-5



